[Clinical advantages of routine analyses].
The results of a retrospective study of the clinical usefulness of routine laboratory workup are considered in a group of 324 new patients, seen in an outpatient medical service during 12 months. From a total of 3 564 laboratory determinations, 294 were abnormal (8.2%), and of this group, 59 were unexpected findings that led to 15 new diagnosis, of clinical significance. Even with this low yield of usefulness, it is felt, in concordance with the literature, that is difficult to condemn its use at the present time. Brief considerations are given in favor and against its use.